
 

Jan Dijksma: The Economist who kept things simple

Jan Dijksma was born on April 23, 1942, in Nijkerk and grew up in Amersfoort. A business economist by
trade, he served as an Associate Professor at Erasmus University and as a Professor at Radboud

University Nijmegen and Nyenrode Business University. From a young age, he assisted his father, an
independent small-business bookkeeper. Following his father's passing, Jan even took over the business for

a period before beginning his studies in Business Economics in Rotterdam during the 1960s. Despite his
academic achievements, he always viewed himself primarily as a "simple bookkeeper." This perspective
was reflected in his work as an editor for the reference series 'Jaar-in - Jaar-uit' (Year In - Year Out), where
he meticulously organized and categorized the annual reports of listed companies.

The Bruna Connection: Simplicity and Color

It was this appreciation for simplicity that drew Jan to the work of Dick Bruna-not only the minimalist forms

of the characters but also the iconic use of color. His passion for collecting began modestly in the 1960s
with newspaper clippings of Oliver B. Bumble (Ollie B. Bommel) and continued into the 1980s, when the first
signs of his Bruna interest emerged through the 'Zwarte Beertjes' (Black Bears) book series and Dick Bruna

posters for his children. Upon his retirement in 2007, his collecting began in earnest. He started by
attempting to complete the entire 'Zwarte Beertjes' collection-a feat far more difficult than one might

imagine. This expanded into a general passion for all things Dick Bruna: posters, complete collections of
Miffy books in languages ranging from Japanese to the Rotterdam dialect, and various other memorabilia.

The Accounting of Collecting

The vibrant colors, the beauty of simplicity, and the methodical process of archiving, rubricating, an
cataloging were the true drivers behind his collection. Jan approached his passion with the same precision
he applied to his professional life-a concept he beautifully captured as "De boekhouding van

verzamelen" (The Accounting of Collecting). He lamented the absence of a definitive, complete catalog of
Dick Bruna's work, as he believed such a resource was essential to the unique joy of the "slow

completion"-the patient, disciplined journey of bringing a collection to its final, perfect state.

A Legacy Shared

Jan had hoped to visit Japan to experience the immense popularity of "Miffy" firsthand and - as he would

add with the smile of a true economist - to perhaps sell some items at a profit. Since that is no longer
possible, Van Sabben Poster Auctions is the chosen place to offer these posters. He saw it as a welcoming

venue with an excellent auctioneer, where one could experience the live tension of the "profit and loss

account" in person, and the only place to truly acquire Miffy posters.
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